
Welcome!
KEAAU –PAHOA ROAD IMPROVEMENTS

KEAAU TO PAHOA
PROJECT NO. STP-0130(27)

PUBLIC INFORMATIONAL MEETING
Monday, May 23, 2011 – Keaau Elementary School

5:30 PM Open House Portion

• Station 1 - Where we are Flowchart 
• Station 2 - Context Sensitive Solutions/Kea‘au-Pāhoa Advisory 

Group
• Station 3 - Purpose and Need 
• Station 4 - Preferred Alternative Roadways (Corridor and 

Access Management) 
• Station 5 - Preferred Alternative Elements (Intersection 

treatments, Bus, Bike and Pedestrians) 
• Station 6 - Impacts and Mitigation
• Station 7 - Final Environmental Assessment Table

6:30 PM Formal Presentation

• Welcome and Opening Remarks
• Presentation #1: The Project
• Presentation #2: Final Environmental Assessment  &               

The Preferred Alternative
• Mahalo and Closing

The Final Environmental Assessment is available!
Multiple Ways to review...

• Document mailed to KPAG Members and Friends of KPAG
• Office of Environmental Quality Control Website
• Keaau-Pahoa Road Improvements Project Website 
• Public Libraries
• CDs available here tonight 

Review Period Ends:  June 21, 2011

www.keaau-pahoa.com











Station 4A



Station 4B



Elements of the
Preferred Alternative

Typical SectionThe cross section, which generally will fit 
within a 108‐foot right of way, includes 
eight‐foot shoulders/bikeways and a 
separated five‐foot wide pedestrian area.  
The facility will be designed to 
accommodate all modes, including motor 
vehicles, transit, bicycles and pedestrians. 

Signals at five intersections:
•Shower/Pohaku Drives (signal already committed in 
Shoulder Improvements project)
•Kaloli Drive
•Orchidland Drive
•Makuu Drive
•Pahoa‐ Kapoho Road (signal already in place)

Roundabouts are proposed for the first phases of construction at:
•Ainaloa Boulevard
•Old Pahoa Road
•Kahakai Boulevard

Station 5

Eight Bus Pullouts at:
• Shower/Pohaku Drives
• Kaloli Drive
• Pohaku Circle
• Orchidland Drive
• Paradise Drive
• Makuu Drive
• Ainaloa Boulevard
• Makuu Farmer’s  
Market

Pedestrians

• Crosswalk 
improvements in 
these areas

• Must comply with 
Americans with 
Disabilities Act



Summary of Impacts and 
Mitigation Measures

Station 6

EA 
Sec.

Resource/
Issue Preferred Alternative’s Impact

No-Build 
Alternative’s 

Impact
Mitigation Commitments

4.1 Land Use Consistent with all plans including Puna CDP Not consistent 
with Plans None needed

4.2 Traffic and 
Transportation

Greatly improved traffic operations; addresses Purpose 
and Need of Project 

Congestion and 
delay in corridor 
worsen; Purpose 
and Need of 
Project not met

BMPs during construction to minimize delay

4.3
Social/ 
Community 
Impacts

Positive benefits to community
Increased delay 
and safety 
concerns

None needed

4.4 Air Quality Short-term construction phase air quality impacts None BMPs to minimize fugitive dust and emissions from 
equipment

4.5 Noise
Imperceptible increase in noise on main highway 
compared to No-Build; Some new traffic noise in 
subdivisions from access changes 

None Construction noise mitigated with permit to control 
equipment and hours of construction

4.6.1 Flora Minor strip acquisition of mostly disturbed vegetation; 
no sensitive botanical resources present None Landscaping to provide native, non-invasive species, 

benefitting biological resources in area

4.6.2 Fauna
Limited habitat; limited potential for adverse impacts on 
wildlife from vegetation removal at certain times of year 
or lighting that disorients birds.

None Shielding of lights and limitations on times of year 
for vegetation removal to minimize impacts

4.6.3 Aquatic Biota Minimal impact as habitat and resources are very limited None
Best Management Practices (BMPs) and National 
Pollution Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) 
permit minimize impacts 

4.7.1 Surface/ 
Groundwater

Surface waters very limited in area due to geology.  No 
underground injection. None Runoff treatment through BMPs. National Pollution 

Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) permit 

4.7.2 Wetlands
No jurisdictional wetland affected, one small non-
jurisdictional  area with some wetland characteristics 
potentially affected

None Impact minimized as much as possible.  Treatment of 
runoff.

4.7.3 Floodplains & 
Hydrology

No floodplains mapped in area; drainage will be 
improved.

Existing  flooding 
problems not 
improved

Drainage treatments to detain and dispose of runoff.  
Culverts and bridges improved as needed 

4.8 Natural Hazards Unknown potential for affecting lava tubes.
Improved capacity for evacuation.

No effect on lava 
tubes. Limited 
capacity for 
evacuation that 
will decline over 
time.

Archaeological monitoring during construction to 
avoid or minimize effects on breaching lava tubes.

4.9

Archaeological 
Resources, 
Historic Resources 
and Cultural 
Practices

No effect on known archaeological or historic resources.  
Limited potential for affecting unknown resources.
Impacts on cultural practices at Maku‘u Farmers market 
minimized.

None
Resources avoided.  Archaeological monitoring 
during construction.  A barrier will protect cemetery 
from construction in adjacent highway right-of-way.  
Ancient trails will be masked and buffered.

4.10 Parks and 
Recreation None None None

4.11 Agricultural Lands Minimal impacts on small strips of land None
Coordination will take place with the Natural 
Resources Conservation Service 
Work with agricultural property owners to ensure no 
problems with access changes

4.12 Visual 
Environment

Changes to visual character of area.  Roundabouts will 
provide landscaping and aesthetic opportunities None

Context Sensitive Solutions (CSS) process involved 
the community to ensure facility appropriate for area.  
Landscaping with native species.  Streetlights 
shielded to avoid light pollution per County code

4.13 Utilities Relocations of utility poles; water lines end up under 
roadway; relocation of hydrants None Coordination with utilities and customers to pay for 

relocations and minimize disruption

4.14 Hazardous 
Materials Very limited potential impacts from hazardous materials None Standard procedures followed if contamination is 

encountered.

4.15
Right of Way, 
Relocations, and 
Access Changes

24.6 acres acquired in 329 parcels for Kea‘au-Pāhoa 
Road itself.  Access management measures require 
acquisition of 5.48 acres in 145 parcels.  No relocations.  
Up to 133 driveways have access limited to right-in-
right-out.

None
Fair and just compensation for property acquisition 
per Uniform Relocation Assistance and Real Property 
Acquisition Act of 1970.

4.16 Construction 
Impacts

Construction impacts on air, noise, surface waters, 
vegetation, erosion, traffic, property access, utilities, 
cultural resources, etc.

None
Best Management Practices.  Construction program 
will limit night work, provide adequate for 
nearby/impacted properties, and entail outreach with 
public

4.18
Coastal Zone 
Management 
Consistency

Consistent with Coastal Zone Management program 
goals. None Mitigative measures cited throughout Final EA

4.19
Indirect/ 
Cumulative 
Impacts

Minimal induced growth and traffic.   Cumulative effects 
on vegetation, wildlife, aesthetics, natural/cultural 
resources, community cohesion, past right-of-way 
impacts

Little direct 
contribution to 
indirect or 
cumulative 
effects, though 
increasing 
congestion and 
delay.

Mitigative measures cited throughout Final EA
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