





Sugar cane workers in field. Ola’a Sugar Company
(Kea'au Elementary School Library Special Collection)

‘Ola‘a Sugar Co.
train engine & railroad workers
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Aunty Emily - (as she is fondly called) Iwalani Naeole was born in Pahoa
on September 23, 1956 to Mr. Gabriel Kealoha of Kalapana, Kaimu and
Ms. Mary Makuakane of "Opihikao. Mrs. Naeole grew up in "Opihikao
but today resides in Maku‘u Hawaiian Homestead. Mrs. Naeole is
presently the County Councilwoman, District 5, Puna, makai. Mrs.
Naeole sat down with CSH for a “talk-story” interview on July 30, 2009

Ms. René Siracusa - was born in New York City on May 3, 1938, to Mr.
Antonino Siracusa and Ms. Celia Aronovna Merson Siracusa. Ms.
Siracusa grew up in the New York City area, and resides in Ka'ohe
Homesteads, Puna District, Hawai'i Island today. Ms. Siracusa is
presently the President of Malama O Puna, and serves on the board of
the Puna Community Medical Center, and is the Fundraising Chair for
the Pahoa Weed and Seed Program. Ms. Siracusa participatedin a “talk-
story” interview with CSH on July 31, 2009
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