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KEA‘AU-PAHOA ADVISORY GROUP (KPAG)
Meeting No. 1 Summary
Tuesday, August 26, 2008 — 6:15 p.m.
Pahoa Neighborhood Facility
Pahoa, Hawaii
PURPOSE:

. To kick-off and to organize for future Kea‘au-Pahoa Advisory Group (KPAG)

Meetings.
SUMMARY OF MEETING:
I. Opening Remarks - Glenn Yasui, HDOT Highways Administrator

Mr. Yasui introduced the following representatives of the project team:

Hawai‘i State Department of Transportation (HDOT) - Ken Tatsuguchi, Nelson
Sagum, and Dina Lau with the Planning Branch, Stanley Tamura, Sal Panem,
Robert Taira, and Francis Perez from the Hawaii District Office;

SSFM International, Inc. - Cheryl Soon, Hugh Ono, Jo-Anna Herkes, Heather
Forester, and Genevieve Runningwind; and Geometrician Associates - Ron Terry.
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II. Introductions - Diane Gentry, Meeting Facilitator

Ms. Gentry initiated self introductions of the KPAG Members. The following 22
of the total 25 KPAG Members were present at the meeting:

Name Group

Larry Brown Project Manager for PRCP and PCDP

Tom Brown Mass Transit Agency

Faye Hanohano 4th Representative District

Emily Naeole Council Member, District 5

Roy Takemoto Executive Assistant

Bill Davis DHHL

Fred Blas Running for the 4™ District State House Seat
Susan Cordell Paradise Park Resident

Dan Domizio Puna Community Medical Center

Neil Erickson Architect, Planner, Community Service Member, and Cyclist
Oliver English Board Member of W.H. Shipman, Limited

Lorraine Godoy

Elizabeth Salfen

Paula Kekahuna
Frank Lawrence
Manny Mattos
Jon Olson

Wesley Owens
Jennifer Perry
Damon Tucker
Dina Lau
Nelson Sagum

Program Manager for Hawaii County Economic Opportunity

Council
PMAR Working Committee & PCDP Community Liaison and
Weed and Seed

Maku'u Farmer's Market Association

C&F Trucking and President of the Hawalii Transportation
Association (HTA)

Resident & Retired Police Officer

Puna Traffic Safety Committee & PCDP Chairman & Sierra Club
Big Island Chapter, Moku Loa Group

VP of Orchidland Association and Cyclist

Resident and Agriculture Community Representative
Friends of Puna's Future

HDOT

HDOT

Absent Members included: Malcolm Saxby, Kehaulani Costa, and Mark Kunzer.

Friends of the Advisory Group and public participants in attendance included:
Jamie Julian, Frankie Stapleton, Robin Wright, Tom Summones, Elizabeth
Weatherford, Amond Tilley, Barbara Kahn-Langer, Richard Bidleman, Anthony
Marzi, James Brown, Kakiu K., and Jeff Melrose.
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A table with the contact information, i.e., name, phone number, email address, of
each Member was circulated. The Members were asked to indicate what
information could be shared with each other as well as posted on the project
website.

III. Highway 130 and the Kea‘au-Pahoa Community — Cheryl Soon, SSFM
International, Inc.
Ms. Soon introduced the concept of Context Sensitive Solutions (CSS) to the
KPAG. She explained that the purpose of CSS is to bring the community together
early on in the planning process. She further explained that the KPAG will be
asked to participate by expressing ideas, listening to others, and understanding
that there is no right or wrong answer.
For the next three meetings, the member should expect to meet monthly and the
following table shows the anticipated meeting schedule:
KPAG
Date Meeting Content and Objectives
Number
Auqust 26 1 Introduction to Context Sensitive Solutions (CSS)
9 Organization of KPAG
Description of environmental process
Examples of CSS
September 2 Presentation of Traffic Counts and Forecasts for
22 Kea‘'au- Pahoa Road
Start drafting a "Purpose and Need" Statement
Begin to identify Alternatives
3 Focus on combinations of Alternatives
October 27 (4if Complete Purpose and Need Statement
necessary) Discuss methods for Community Outreach
Public
Informational | present Purpose and Need Statement
Meeting Present types of improvements possible
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KPAG
Date Meeting Content and Objectives
Number
Obtain feedback from wider community
November 4 Review feedback from wider community
24 Prepare for formal public scoping meeting
Environmental .
Scoping Testlmo_ny _
Meeting Transcripts prepared and submitted to OEQC
Why is this being submitted?
Meet as technical studies become available and
2009 5-8 ) i )
Draft Environmental Assessment is available.

Iv.

KPAG Members were given workbooks with exercises to note the context and

establish a sense of place in the region.

A

B.

Exercise #1: Where in the world are we? See Attachment 1.

Exercise #2: Where is Kea‘au-Pahoa in the State of Hawai‘i? See

Attachment 1.

Exercise #3 asked, “How does Kea‘au-Pahoa connect to other places on the
Big Island? Members were then ask to draw in a map of the Big Island:
Where you live, go to work or go to school, your favorite place for leisure
activity, and major places that you travel to on the island. See Attachment 2.

Exercise #4 required KPAG Members to work in pairs and asked, “How does
Kea‘au-Pahoa connect to other places on the Big Island?” See Attachment 3

Exercise #5 required KPAG Members to develop bumper stickers that
represent Kea‘au-Pahoa Road. See Attachment 4.

A travel log was dispersed to KPAG Members to track trips for a
consecutive seven day period. Data recorded includes date, destination,
distances traveled, mode of travel, and reason for travel. See Attachment 5.




Kea‘au-Pahoa Road Improvements
Kea‘au to Pahoa

Project No. STP-0130(27)

Page 5

G. Disposable cameras were distributed. KPAG Members were asked to take a
total of 15 pictures — five pictures that represent the context of the Kea‘au-
Pahoa Area, five pictures that are good about the Keaau-Pahoa Road, and
five pictures of what needs to be improved along Keaau-Pahoa Road. The
remaining pictures can be used for personal pictures, and HDOT will develop
the cameras.

V. Kea‘au-Pahoa Advisory Group

Ms. Gentry opened a discussion on setting up future meetings, Friends of the
KPAG, and the KPAG Charter.

A. The KPAG was informed that one of the Members would be unable to make
Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday meetings due to a scheduling conflict, so
if the meetings were scheduled on any of those days the member would have
to resign. After some discussion, KPAG Members decided to meet on the
last Monday of the month. Upcoming meetings are scheduled for September
22, October 27, and November 24. Please note that the September meeting
was pushed up one week due to a scheduling conflict. Meetings will start at
6:00 p.m. and last for approximately two hours. A vote was taken to
determine the meeting location. There were 11 votes for Kea‘au and 8 votes
for Pahoa. The meetings are tentatively scheduled to be held at the Kea*au
Community Center, but are subject to availability.

B. It was stated that Friends of the KPAG will receive all of the same
information as KPAG Members. If you would like to be added to the Friends
of the KPAG, please contact Heather Forester at hforester@ssfm.com

C. The KPAG Charter was handed out and KPAG Members were asked to
indicate their commitment by signing the signature page and submitting by
September 22. Discussion ensued regarding the confidentiality of information
distributed and discussed at the meetings. Based on this discussion, the
following statement will be deleted from the Group Charter: “Not disclose
confidential information about the project to the media.” Copies of the
revised KPAG Charter (See Attachment 6) will be distributed at the
September 22 KPAG Meeting.

VL Questions and Comments

A. James (from listing on page 2) Brown of Hawaiian Paradise Park asked, “If a
place (seat) is vacated can | get on the panel?”
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i. Vacancies will be filled from the stakeholder category (resident, farmer,
etc.) left vacant. At this time, please be a friend of the Advisory Group as
we value your participation.

B. Frankie Stapleton of Nanawale (a Friend) asked, “Is the HDOT suspending

its planning for development of a 4-lane Hwy 130 with traffic lights while

this process is ongoing?”

i. Our CSS work here will consider all alternatives that fit the transportation
need of the community, including but not limited to a widening of the
Kea ‘au-Pahoa Road. Intersection improvements may be considered under
separate projects as these improvements cannot wait until our long-term
project is constructed and will not preclude future improvement options.

Elizabeth Weatherford of Hawaiian Paradise Park (a Friend) asked, “Where
on the HDOT website can | find past to planned HWY projects? I'd like to be
able to get an idea of range of project scope and relative costs between
projects and costs of different elements of projects. Also would like to see
planning analyses for projects.”

i. The Statewide Transportation Improvement Program (STIP) is a four-year
programming implementation document that identifies state and county
transportation projects - statewide - to be funded, in part, with Federal
Highway and Transit funds. The 2008-2013 STIP, and other related
documents, can be viewed here:

http://hawaii.gov/dot/highways/STIP. htm %202

Barbara Kahn-Langer of Hawaiian Paradise Park asked, “Are you aware of

the Road Traffic Safety Policy Committee in HPP?” and “Are you willing to

include the membership of this committee in your email chain?"

i. Thank you for informing us about the Road Traffic Safety Policy
Committee in Hawaiian Paradise Park. They will be added as Friends of
the Advisory Group.

A question was asked about other ongoing projects along the Keaau-Pahoa

Road.

i. HDOT indicated that there is a separate project to construct a permanent
Shoulder Lane in the Hilo direction between the Kea‘au Bypass and
Shower Drive. HDOT informed the KPAG that an update of other
projects along the Kea‘au-Pdahoa Road will be presented at the next
meeting.



ATTACHMENT 1

Exercises #1 and #2



Exercises #1 and #2
Note the context and establish a sense of place in the region.

1. Where in the World?

2. Where in Hawai‘i?

a. What's special about

b. How do you get here?

a. Why do people live

b. If they don't live here

c. What's special about

this place? here? why are they here? Puna?
Fred Blas Weather By air Property is inexpensive Lifestyle Location
People Affordable property Relatives
Beauty
Larry Brown The host culture Transformation of personal attitudel| Preferred lifestyle Vacation Degree of ethnic diversity
Ethnic melting pot & perspective Visiting family

Climate
Natural beauty

Physically, by air or boat from
anywhere off island

Tom Brown The people Any means possible Nice place to live To help the community Different people
Geography "Affordable" Volcano
Susan Cordell Unique culture & environment Plane Inexpensive (was) Work Maku'u Market
Aloha spirit Boat Beautiful School Diversity
Safe From here Play Live off the grid
MWS
Weather
Bill Davis Its people Air Many were born here Country living People
Boat Open area
Lifestyle
Dan Domizio Island living Airplane, car, boat Quiet Tourist Tolerance for eccentricity
Varied environment Long distance Green Business Active volcano
Relatively quiet Family oriented Family/friends
Patience is valued
Affordable
Oliver English It is paradise On a plane or boat Because this is where they want to[ For work or vacation Volcano eruption
The climate No gas for cars & trucks be. This is were their family is. Tolerance
The culture Affordable
Neil Erickson Center of the Pacific Go back the way you left! Born here Visit Diverse environment

Family oriented
Culturally diverse
Open & accepting community

Boat, planes to the center of
Pacific Ocean

Plentiful lands & opportunities
Inexpensive land

Lorraine Godoy

The people - the multi cultural
environment

A mini continent with all of the
features geographically

This is home. Were | in another
part of the world | would fly into the|
Big Island

Price of land
Affordable houses
Sense of community

Visiting family and friends
Thinking of relocation
Change of lifestyle

Rainforest
Beauty




Exercises #1 and #2
Note the context and establish a sense of place in the region.

1. Where in the World?

2. Where in Hawai‘i?

a. What's special about

b. How do you get here?

a. Why do people live

b. If they don't live here

c. What's special about

this place? here? why are they here? Puna?
10 | Faye Hanohano Kd'u one hanau Anyway you like "Lifestyle" Kanohoana "Lifestyle" "Lifestyle"
(My birthplace) Airplane Aloha spirit Tolerance
Boat Cultural values Sustainability
Already here “ohana East Kumukai
Walk "Starting of a new day"
Hike Place of knowledge teachers
Bus
Train
11 | Paula Kekahuna We're alone in the Pacific Canoe, plane Cheaper, affordable Visit Volcano flowing into water
Paradise is the most special More land / space
blessing of our home Country atmosphere
The culture of Hawai‘i and
Hawaiian heritage
12 | DinalLau Generations of family grew up Airplane ‘Ohana, generations of family Experience natural environment, Lots of space, open space
here Boat Environment i.e. volcano Volcano
Beautiful, natural environment Country lifestyle
A lot of space, relaxing Fresh air, beautiful outdoors
Friendly people
13 | Frank Lawrence Hawai'i - Big Island Drive It is the best place to live and work | Work/vacation/visit friends & family| | live here work & play here
Live
14 [ Manny Mattos Was born in Honolulu, reminds me| Moved here in 2000 from Honoluluff Less traffic when | moved here in Cheap land Lifestyle
about my youth after retiring 2000
15| Emily Naeole I was born here and my ancestors | Get off the plane and drive to Came and visit and then came Visiting the volcano Volcano
were also born and raised here in Highway 130 back to live Visiting family
District 5 Born and raise here Come to see Hawai'i
Don't want to leave
Our culture is still alive, and the
aloha spirit is here
16 [ Jon Olson The people & geography Sail Environment Meet, visit, see people, Low-land rains
Environment Location
Volcanoes
Work
17 | Wes Owens What's not special about this Plane or boat For the lifestyle Visitors & travelers "Punatic"
place? Because they can Business Weather & environment

Rural lifestyle

Volcano
Sustainability




Exercises #1 and #2
Note the context and establish a sense of place in the region.

1. Where in the World?

2. Where in Hawai‘i?

a. What's special about

b. How do you get here?

a. Why do people live

b. If they don't live here

c. What's special about

this place? here? why are they here? Puna?
18 | Jenny Perry Climate is warm Go west from California, East from|| Not crowded / still country Visiting relatives Long time residents
the Philippines, to the almost Land is affordable Looking for land/home Volcano
Ample rainfall, variation on the Big [ middle of the Pacific ocean Small communities Tourist - especially Volcano Tolerance for eccentricity
Island from desert to sub-alpine Everyone knows everyone Rainforest experience Living of the grid
zones Excitement of volcano Retire Geothermal
Forests Weddings/honeymoon
We have plants & animals that are Black sand beaches
found no where else on earth Lifestyle
Cheap tuition/lots of schools
19 | Elizabeth Salfen The environment - tree's, volcano, | Everyone working together Affordable housing Employment
ocean, surround the island's Transport Beauty Serving homeowner, businesses
The people - mixed culture Born / raised here / "home" State, County
The spirit of ‘ohana. Nice place to retire Visitors
A part of the whole Nice place to raise a family Tourist
Still "Country”
20 | Nelson Segum Area's population is growing Assigned to improve a highway in Friendships Weather In your face, honesty
There's a mixture of ethnicities this area Cheap land
People are friendly Grew up here
Have children here
21 | Damon Tucker What makes Puna special is the | came from the mainland to go to || Born here Mainland is too crazy Pele, earthquakes
people of the Aina. college & got stuck Cheap land Rainforest
College
The willingness of neighbors to Airplane, cruise, boat
assist other neighbors in times of
need
And the relative laid back
atmosphere of Puna.
22 | James W. Brown Rural - quiet - green Air - water Grand kids - cheap land Same reasons Volcano
Weather Enjoyable atmosphere Visit volcano Country
Weather - slow pace
Good employment
23 | Frankie Stapleton Giant moat Swim Born & raised here Work Unique diversity
Essence of female nature Birth Cost of living is affordable Visiting family
No through highway, rail traffic Boat, plane Climate, environment Experiencing life
Rural atmosphere Tourist

To raise their families




ATTACHMENT 2

Exercise #3
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